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Conclusions
The speed of categorization depends on a variety of factors. 
You may spot animal faster than bird, but only in a glance and 
when animal is the only thing in mind.

Early in processing, perceptual information for superordinate 
categories is available quickly leading to a superordinate-level 
advantage. A basic-level advantage emerges with more time for 
encoding.

Local shifts in experimental context affect superordinate 
categorization. Basic categorization is relatively automatic. With 
only a few repetitions, superordinate categorization is as fast as 
basic categorization.
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Motivation
We recognize objects 
at different levels of 
abstraction.

Some of these category 
levels are available 
before others.

Which category level is 
reached fastest during 
object perception?
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The gradual rise in basic performance suggests a 
longer encoding process for basic categorization 
when exposure durations are brief.
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